
FREE NEIGHBORHOOD TOUR with  
Tian Gombau - Various Locations 

4 pm 
North Lawndale

11 am 
River North 
4:30 pm 
Old Town

4 pm 
Hermosa

2 pm 
East Garfield Park

FREE NEIGHBORHOOD TOUR with  
Alex & Olmsted - Various Locations

6 pm 
Lakeview

4 pm 
Grand Crossing

4:30 pm 
Rogers Park

1 pm 
Austin

11 am 
Woodlawn
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WEDNESDAY
 JANUARY 21

THURSDAY
 JANUARY 22

FRIDAY 
JANUARY 23

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 24

SUNDAY 
JANUARY 25

MONDAY 
JANUARY 26

TUESDAY  
JANUARY 27

WEDNESDAY
 JANUARY 28

THURSDAY
 JANUARY 29

FRIDAY  
JANUARY 30

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 31

SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 1

OPENING NIGHT PRELUDE  
RECEPTION - Fine Arts Building

5:15 - 6:45 pm

DEAD AS A DODO by Wakka 
Wakka - Studebaker Theater 7 pm 7:30 pm 2 pm

7:30 pm 2 pm

OPENING NIGHT POST- 
SHOW PARTY - Fine Arts Building

8:30- 10:15 pm

CLOSING CABARET with  
Joshua Holden - The Rhapsody Theater

 
6:30 - 7:45 pm
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THURSDAY
 JANUARY 22

FRIDAY 
JANUARY 23

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 24

SUNDAY 
JANUARY 25

MONDAY 
JANUARY 26

TUESDAY  
JANUARY 27

WEDNESDAY
 JANUARY 28

THURSDAY
 JANUARY 29

FRIDAY  
JANUARY 30

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 31

SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 1

THE  4TH WITCH by Manual Cinema
The Biograph's Začek McVay Theater

7:30 pm 8:30 pm 3 pm
8:30 pm

3 pm
6pm

ABOUT RAM by Katkatha Puppet Arts Trust
Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago

7:30 pm 1 pm
6 pm 12 pm

DOES A DOG HAVE BUDDHA NATURE?  
by Blair Thomas  - Chopin Theatre

8 pm
2 pm 
5 pm
8 pm

A DOLL'S HOUSE by Plexus Polaire
DePaul's Merle Reskin Theatre

6 pm 6 pm 6 pm

Roald Dahl's  THE ENORMOUS CROCODILE by  
The Roald Dahl Story Company - Studebaker Theater

1 pm 10:30 am
6 pm

11 am
4 pm

10 am
1 pm

THE HARLEM DOLL PALACE by Alva Puppet  
Theater - Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts

4 pm
7:30 pm

4 pm
7:30 pm 6 pm

THE HOUSE by Sofie Krog Theatre
Steppenwolf’s Merle Reskin Space

6 pm
8:30 pm

6 pm
9 pm

2 pm
6 pm 2 pm

opening +Closing
Shows and Events

LA MÉRIDIENNE by Théâtre de la Massue  
with Chef Chris Sullivan - Wicker Park

4 pm
6:30 pm
9 pm

4 pm
6:30 pm
9 pm

4 pm
6:30 pm
9 pm

4 pm
6:30 pm
9 pm

4pm
6:30 pm
9 pm

4 pm
6:30 pm
9 pm

4 pm
6:30 pm
9 pm

LAURA HEIT SHORT FILMS
Music Box Theatre

7 pm 7 pm

THE LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS by Untitled Theatre 
Company No. 61 and Yara Arts Group  - Wirtz Center

7:30 pm 4 pm
8 pm

4 pm
8 pm

1 pm
6 pm

THE MATCHBOX SHOWS by Laura Heit
          Constellation

8 pm
10 pm

8 pm
10 pm

8 pm
10 pm

8 pm

NASTY BRUTISH & SHORT curated by Rough 
House Puppet Arts   - Constellation

10:30 pm 10:30 pm 10:30 pm 10:30 pm

OIL PRESSURE VIBRATOR  by Geumhyung Jeong
Chopin Theatre

9 pm 2 pm

RHYNOCERON by KT Shivak
Chopin Theatre

7 pm 3 pm
8 pm

11 am
7:30 pm 3 pm

THE SEX LIVES OF PUPPETS by Blind Summit 
The Biograph's Začek McVay Theater

7:30 pm 7:30 pm 7:30 pm 5 pm 5 pm
8 pm

4 pm
8 pm

TRUST ME FOR A WHILE by Plexus Polaire
Reva & David Logan Center for the Arts

5:30 pm
8 pm

5:30 pm
8 pm 2 pm

Updated December 10, 2025 
2 pm 

 family
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Late night
PUPPETRY

Late night
PUPPETRY

January 21 - February 1, 2026

Click times to buy tickets

Click titles for more info

Blind Summit, The Sex Lives of Puppets
Photo Mark Down

more shows

Map of Locations

THURSDAY
 JANUARY 22

FRIDAY 
JANUARY 23

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 24

SUNDAY 
JANUARY 25

MONDAY 
JANUARY 26

TUESDAY  
JANUARY 27

WEDNESDAY
 JANUARY 28

THURSDAY
 JANUARY 29

FRIDAY  
JANUARY 30

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 31

SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 1

THE SPOKE & BIRD POP-UP CAFE   
by Spoke & Bird  -  Fine Arts Bldg.   Closed 12 - 7:30 pm 12 - 7:30 pm 12 - 4 pm 12 - 5:30 pm 12 - 5:30 pm 12 - 5:30 pm 12 - 5:30 pm 12 - 6 pm 12 - 4 pm 12 - 4 pm

EXHIBITION: Laura Heit Two Ways Down    
EXHIBITION: Andrew Kim Lantern Puppets   

Closed 9 am - 7:30  pm 9 am - 7:30  pm 9 am - 4 pm 9 am - 5:30 pm 9 am - 5:30 pm 9 am - 5:30 pm 9 am - 5:30 pm 9 am - 6 pm 9 am - 4 pm 9 am - 4 pm

FR
EE

!

Puppet hub + exhibitions

FR
EE

!

THURSDAY
 JANUARY 22

FRIDAY 
JANUARY 23

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 24

SUNDAY 
JANUARY 25

MONDAY 
JANUARY 26

TUESDAY  
JANUARY 27

WEDNESDAY
 JANUARY 28

THURSDAY
 JANUARY 29

FRIDAY  
JANUARY 30

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 31

SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 1

ELLEN VAN VOLKENBURG  PUPPETRY  
SYMPOSIUM:  Panels  - Fine Arts Bldg. 

10 am - 12 pm
Session 1

10 am - 12 pm
Session 2

10 am - 12 pm
Session 3

10 am - 12 pm
Session 4

BOOK TALKS: Alissa Mello, Mark Down, Dr. Dassia 
Posner & Claudia Orenstein - Fine Arts Bldg.  

5:30 pm
Making Meaning in 
Puppetry ...

5:30 pm
Race, Gender, and 
Disability ...

5:30 pm
A Practical Guide to 
Puppetry

CATAPULT ARTIST INTENSIVE:  Professional 
Development Weekends - Various Locations   

GIANT ANIMAL LANTERN PUPPETS  
Pre-Fest Workshop with Andrew Kim

PUPPETRY MASTERCLASSES with Festival  
Artists  - Fine Arts Bldg. (unless otherwise noted)  

9:30 am
Alva Rogers 
 9:30 am
Manual Cinema

1:30 pm
Plexus Poliare

9:30 am
Michael Jean-Marain
1:30 pm
Dr. Paulette Richards

9:30 am
Wakka Wakka

1:30 pm
Linda Wingerter

9:30 am
Anurupa Roy

1:30 pm
Mark Down

9:30 am
Anurupa Roy

1:30 pm
Mark Down

9:30 am
Alex and Olmsted

1:30 pm
Wakka Wakka

1:30 pm
Joshua Holden

Educational programing

Session 2: Led by Erica MottSession 1: Led by Samuel J. Lewis II

View finished puppets in the Puppet Hub!                                         (see above for hours and location) JAN  11-21
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8 NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY’S  
 WIRTZ CENTER CHICAGO ABBOTT HALL 
 710 N. Lake Shore Dr. 

9	 WARWICK ALLERTON HOTEL
 701 N. Michigan Ave. 

10 STUDEBAKER THEATER AT THE FINE ARTS BUILDING 
 410 S. Michigan Ave. 

11	 FESTIVAL HEADQUARTERS + PUPPET HUB 
 Fine Arts Building:  Balcony (3rd Floor), Studio 433  (4th Floor),  
 Little  Studio (7th Floor), and Curtiss Hall (10th Floor) 
 410 S. Michigan Ave.

1 THE RHAPSODY THEATER
 1328 W. Morse Ave.

2	 MUSIC BOX THEATRE
 3733 N. Southport Ave.

3	 CONSTELLATION 
 3111 N. Western Ave.

4	 THE BIOGRAPH'S  
	 ZAČEK	MCVAY	THEATER
 2433 N. Lincoln Ave. 

5		 STEPPENWOLF'S MERLE RESKIN SPACE 
 1624 N. Halsted Ave.

6		 SPECIAL	DINNER-SHOW	VENUE 
 Wicker Park (address disclosed to  
 ticket buyers) 

7  CHOPIN THEATRE Mainstage
 1543 W. Division St. 

12			 DEPAUL’S MERLE RESKIN THEATRE 
 60 E. Balbo Dr. 

13  DANCE CENTER COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO
 1306 S. Michigan Ave. 

	14 REVA & DAVID LOGAN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
 Theater East & Performance Hall 
 915 E. 60th St.

ASHLAND AVE.

DAMEN AVE.

RACINE AVE.

LA SALLE DR.

HALSTED ST.

S. COTTAGE GROVE AVE. 

STONY ISLAND AVE.

WESTERN AVE.
WESTERN AVE.
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F	 345	GALLERY
 345 N. Kedzie Ave. East Garfield Park

G   AUSTIN TOWN HALL CULTURAL CENTER 
 5610 W. Lake St. Austin

H THEATRE Y
 3611 W. Cermak Rd. North Lawndale

I  EXPERIMENTAL STATION
 6100 S. Blackstone Ave. Woodlawn

J TULEY PARK 
 501 E. 90th PL. Grand Crossing

A LOYOLA PARK FIELDHOUSE
 1230 W. Greenleaf Ave Rogers Park 

B  CENTER ON HALSTED
 3656 N. Halsted St. Lakeview

C SEGUNDO RUIZ BELVIS 
 CULTURAL CENTER
 4048 W. Armitage Hermosa

D MARSHALL FIELD GARDEN  
	 APARTMENTS/ART	ON	SEDGWICK
 1406 N. Sedgwick St. Old Town

E INSTITUTO CERVANTES
 31 W. Ohio St. River North

LIN
COLN AVE.

14

MICHIGAN AVE.

10/11
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Check back closer to the Festival for 
added locations, dates, and times!
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https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/2026-free-neighborhood-tour/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/opening-night-prelude-reception-2/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/opening-night-prelude-reception-2/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestPrelude
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/wakka-wakka-dead-as-a-dodo-2/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestDodo
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestDodo2
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestDodo3
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestDodo4
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestDodo5
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/opening-night-post-show-party-3/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/opening-night-post-show-party-3/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestPostParty
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/closing-cabaret/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestClosing
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/manual-cinema-the-4th-witch/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26Fest4th
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26Fest4th3
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26Fest4th4
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26Fest4th5
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26Fest4th6
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26Fest4th7
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/katkatha-puppet-arts-trust-about-ram/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestRam
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestRam2
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestRam3
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestRam4
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/does-a-dog-have-buddha-nature/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestBuddha
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https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/plexus-polaire-a-dolls-house/
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https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestTEC7
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/alva-puppet-theater-the-harlem-doll-palace/
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestHarlem
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestHarlem2
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestHarlem3
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestHarlem4
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/buy-tickets/?WebInstanceId=26FestHarlem6
https://chicagopuppetfest.org/event/sofie-krog-theatre-the-house/
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